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UNCLAS STATE 072546 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, JA 

SUBJECT: ANTITRUST COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND INVESTIGATION 
OF AGREEMENTS 

REF: TOKYO 3658 

1 . US/FRG ANTITRUST COOPERATION AGREEMENT IS INTENDED 
LARGELY TO CODIFY EXISTING LEVEL OF ANTITRUST COOPERATION 
TO WHICH BOTH COUNTRIES CONFORM. THESE INCLUDE 1967 OECD 
RECOMMENDATION PROVIDING FOR VOLUNTARY NOTIFICATION OF 
RESTRICTIVE BUSINESS PRACTICE (RBP) ACTIONS AFFECTING 
MEMBER COUNTRIES AND 1973 RECOMMENDATION WHICH WAS EXPANDED 
TO ALLOW FOR CONSULTATION ON RBP COMPLAINTS. WHILE INCLUD- 
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ING THESE ASPECTS OF THE OECD RECOMMENDATIONS, US/FRG 
AGREEMENT ALSO ALLOWS FOR EXCHANGE OF GENERAL INFORMATION 
ON RBPS, SUCH AS STUDIES AND WORK IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANI- 
ZATIONS, AS WELL AS BROADER RANGE OF COOPERATION BY OFFI- 
CIALS OF THE OTHER COUNTRY IN LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS, 

TRANSMITTING OF COMMUNICATIONS AND COORDINATION OF CON- 
CURRENT ANTITRUST INVESTIGATIONS. 
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2. AS TO US/FRG AGREEMENT IN PRACTICE, THERE HAS BEEN 
BEYOND NORMAL EXCHANGE OF OECD NOTIFICATIONS,SOME INFOR- 
MATION EXCHANGES OF POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE INTEREST AND 

GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS BY BOTH COUNTRIES ABOUT ANTITRUST 
CASES BEING CARRIED ON INDEPENDENTLY AND SIMULTANEOUSLY. 

3. THE ANTITRUST DIVISION HAS SURVEYED THE LICENSE 
AGREEMENTS OF APPROXIMATELY 20 MULTINATIONALS OVER THE 
LAST TWO YEARS. SOME AGREEMENTS STUDIED WERE IN JAPAN. 

NO CASE ARISING OUT OF THIS INVESTIGATION HAS YET BEEN 
FILED; NOR IS ONE CONTEMPLATED IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. 

NO JAPANESE FIRM HAS BEEN ASKED FOR INFORMATION IN THIS 
MATTER. 
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